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NEVER  TOO  LATE 
TO  FIND  JESUS 

ALEXANDRIA.  La.  (BP) 

-  Lou  Warshaw  prayed 
for  24  years  that  Her 
husband  George  would 
accept  Christ  as  his 
Lord  and  Savior.  She 
refused  to  give  up  hope, 
and  God  answered  her 
prayers  when  George 
was  baptized  at  age  101. 
'The  devil  kept  telling 
me  it  wouldn’t  happen/ 
Lou  said,  admitting  to 
times  when  her  faith 
was  tested,  'but  I  kept 
believing  God  would  let 
it  happen.  I  think  I'm  still 
on  cloud  nine." 


PASTOR  S  GRAND 
DAUGNTER  SHOT 

ROSEBURG.  Ore  (BP)  - 


Oregon  Southern  Baptist 
pastor  Howard  A.  John¬ 
son  was  shot  in  the  leg 
during  last  week’s  mass 
shooting  at  Umpqua 
Community  College  in 
Roseburg.  Or.  'I  was  able 
to  talk  to  her  She  is  the 
only  child  of  my  num¬ 
ber  three  son  who  died 
at  age  31.  and  she  was 
three  at  the  time.  She’s 
now  19  and  attending 
college,  and  you'd  think 
she'd  be  at  a  safe  envi¬ 
ronment.  but  that  didn't 
happen / 


OCTOOER  IS  PASTOR 
APPRECIATION  MONTH 

'When  a  pastor  is  lifted 
up.  the  entire  church  is 
lifted  with  encourage¬ 
ment.  Students  of  the 
Great  Awakenings  have 
discovered  that  one 
common  factor  to  every 
move  of  God  among  His 
people  is  bold  and  cou¬ 
rageous  preaching.  Such 
preaching  comas  only 
from  pastors  who  are 
prayed  for  and  encour¬ 
aged.'  So  says  Michael 
Lewis,  executive  director 
of  pastoral  care  and  de¬ 
velopment  for  the  North 
American  Mission  Board . 
Read  more  on  page  two. 


Power  of  the  small 

Conference  equips  small  church  pastors,  leaders 


By  Tony  Martin 
Associate  Editor 

Hundreds  of  pastors  and 
other  leaders  from  self-iden¬ 
tified  small  congregations 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  gathered  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  on  Sept.  24, 
for  the  first  Celebrating  the 
Small  Strong  Congregation 
event  sponsored  by  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board(MBCB). 

Plenary  speaker  and  fa¬ 
cilitator  for  the  meeting  was 
Chuck  Lawless,  professor  of 
evangelism  and  missions, 
dean  of  graduate  studies,  and 
vice-president  for  graduate 
studies  and  ministry  centers 
at  Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C. 


__kjfroup  sessions 
Lawless  as  weP  as  breakout 
“table  talk"  sessions  for  small¬ 
er  groups. 

Dr.  Lawless  truly  connect¬ 
ed  well  with  the  participants  as 
he  effectively  conveyed  God’s 
truths  as  he  dealt  with  each 
topic,"  said  Roger  Orman, 
team  leader  for  the  MBCB  Dis- 
cipleship  Development  Cen¬ 
ter/Sunday  School  and  a  small 
groups  specialist.  “The  net¬ 
working  around  the  tables  was 
rich  as  church  leaders  got  to 


TABLE  TALK  —  Pastors  and  other  leaden  from  smaller  Mississippi  Baptist  congregations 
share  thoughts  and  ideas  unique  to  their  m  nistries  during  the  Celebrate  the  Small  Strong 
Congregation  event  on  Sept.  24  at  First  Ch«irch,  Jackson.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

know  one  another,  exchanged  Effective  ministry;  Outside  the  a  believer  ran  about  120,"  Law- 
ideas  and  concerns,  and  ad-  Walls;  amt  Groups  Matter.  less  said.  “The  first  church  I 
dressed  the  issues  presented."  Lawlers  said  his  service  pastored  had  19  in  attendance 
Topics  covered  during  the  in  smaller  churches  has  had  my  first  Sunday,  but  those  120 
day  included  The  Power  of  a  powerful  personal  impact.  9mm  small  onp9 

Small;  Guarding  the  Heart  for  “Tne  church  in  which  I  became 


STUDYMQ  HARD  —  Participants  in  the  Hands 
UP  Outreach  ministry  of  Rankin  Association  in 
Brandon  work  with  volunteer  tutors  to  prepare 
for  their  upcoming  GED  high  school  equivalency 
teste.  The  ministry  was  recently  recognized  with 
a  national  award  from  the  Christian  Woman's 
Job  Corps  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  auxiliary  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  Birmingham  and  a  $2,500  grant  from 
the  WMU  Foundation.  (Special  photo) 


Rankin  ministry 
receives  national 
award  and  grant 

By  Tony  Martin  Editorial.... 

Associate  Editor  > 

The  Hands  UP  Outreach  ministry  of  Rankin 
Association  in  Brandon  has  received  the  2015 
Christian  Women’s  Job  Corps  national  site  MbyoHMet 
award  and  a  $2,500  grant  from  the  Woman  s  s! 

Missionary  Union  Foundation  in  Birmingham. 

The  Rankin  Association  site  will  use  the  ’ 
grant  to  provide  access  to  a  GED  high  school  Revival*  A 
equivalency  training  program.  allowing  stu-  Hohmomuiu 
dents  to  study  for  tne  GED  test  and  increase  I 
their  scores. 

Hands  UP  participants  pass  their  GED  Jett  for  the  R 

tests  around  75 %  of  the  time,  program  spon¬ 
sors  say,  and  the  grant  will  make  it  possible 


mm  RANKIN  on  p  9 
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Remember  your  pastor 


your  church  leadership 

■  ■  this  fall  to  lift  your  past 

mm  the  editor 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Season  of 
the  fanatic 


lootball  has  descended 
i  upon  us  once  again,  and 
we  are  once  again  reraind- 


Would  that  we  possessed  the 
same  unbridled  passion  for  the 
Great  Commission  of  our  Lord 


ed  that  “fan"  reallyis  shorthand  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  (Mat 


thew  28:18-20). 

Sadly,  many  of  the  same 
folks  wno  arose  only  the  day 
before  at  5  a.m.,  dressed  in 
school  colors,  drove  for  several 
hours  across  the  state,  attended 
the  game,  partied  afterward, 
and  arrived  home  after  mid¬ 
night,  cannot  dra$  themselves 
out  of  bed  and  arrive  at  church 
with  the  same  enthusiasm  they 
had  for  the  ball  game. 

Many  of  the  same  folks  who 
focus  so  much  time,  energy,  and 
electricity  will  carry  thousands  of  money  on  ball  games  can  t  seem 
and  expert  analysis  over  to  muster  any  of  those  attri-^_ 


for  "fanatic." 

Stadiums  across  the  land  are 
brimming  eveiy  weekend.  Faith¬ 
ful  followers  of  even  the  worst 
teams  can  share  in  the  hope  — 
no  matter  how  unrealistic  it  may 
be  (see  “fhn  "above)  —  that  this 
will  be  their  championship  year. 

Incalculable  gallons  of  ink 
will  be  spread  across  many  tons 
of  newsprint  in  order  for  sports 
writers  to  pontificate  about  each 
game,  both  before  and  after  the 
Millions  of  megawatts  of 


i  of  this  country  in 

co-opted  satellites  and  fiber  op¬ 
tics  so  the  games  can  be  seen  and  with  them, 
heard  around  the  world  both  on  Can  we  even  imagine  what  it 
television  and  the  Internet,  more  would  be  like  to  fill  a  stadium 


butes  when  it  comes  to  sharing 

SM»SkM)p«l  or  knoiSIni,  on  6mm 

and  inviting  people  to  worship 


often  than  not  in  real  time. 

Statistics  are  pored  over,  and 
bold  predictions  are  made.  Price 


every  weekend  with  100,000 
screaming,  adoring  fans  of 
Jesus  Chnst?  Can  we  even 


special  broadcast  packages  and 
purchase  expensive,  higji -defini¬ 
tion  televisions  that  allow  them 
to  screen  more  than  one  same 
at  a  time.  An  untold  number  of 
high-end  digital  video  recorders 
wulbe  set  for  game  time. 


is  no  object.  Real  fans  sign  up  for  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to 
*  *  *  *  fill  hundreds  of  those  stadiums 

every  weekend  for  worship  and 
praise,  as  we  do  for  our  favorite 
football  teams? 

Can  we  even  imagine  what  it 
would  be  like  for  alfthose  people 

_ _ _  in  all  those  stadiums  to  exit  on 

Oh,  the  agony  of  missing  even  fire  for  witnessing  and  diaci- 
one  game  -  even  one  play  of  pling,  and  with  great  anticipa- 
one  game!  tion  and  planning  for  the  next 

Tne  latest  innovation  for  weekend  *  gathering?  Can  we 

fanatics  comes  with  names  like  even  imagine  having  the  same 
DraftJCings  and  Fan  Duel,  gam-  excitement  about  feeding  the 

bling  web  sites  mawueramnaas  hungry,  visiting  prisoners,  and 
fantasy  football  “games  of  skill,"  taking  care  of  She  sick,  all  in  the 
as  one  of  the  web  sites  describes  name  of  Jesus? 
it,  but  are  gambling  web  sites  If  only  lost  people  could  see 

us  working  for  Jesus  in  the  same 


in  a  future 


human  nature.  While  important 
national  issues  remain  unresolved 
and  wars  swirl  all  around  us, 
we  turn  our  attention  to  fleeting 
games  of  competition  the  outcome 
of  which  will  soon  be  forgotten 
(especially  when  the  ne 
mlk  around  next  year). 


way  we  support  our  favorite 
'fanatic  teams.  If  only  lost  people  could 
bject  for  see  that  Christiana  have  their 
priorities  in  order,  that  the 
rescue  of  one  soul  from  darkness 
and  death  is  infinitely  more  im¬ 
portant  than  the  most  important 
ball  game  there  could  ever  be. 

What  could  we  accomplish? 
Just  listen  to  the  roar  from  the 
stadiums  next  weekend,  and 
you’ll  know. 


Your  pastor  needs  encouragement. 
The  North  American  Mission 
Board  is  encouraging  you  and 
your  church  leadership  to  pick  a  day 
this  fan  to  lift  your  pastor  through  ex- 

- * - *i—~ - -nreciation. 

_ _ _ _  JH  your  pastor? 

Just  consider  tbe  greatest  pastor  who 
ever  lived,  the  Apostle  Paul,  who  expe¬ 
rienced  a  need  for  encouragement.  In 
2  Corinthians  7:5-6,  Paul  transparently 
shared,  “For  indeed,  when  we  came  to 
Macedonia,  our  bodies  had  no  rest,  but 
we  were  troubled  on  every  side.  Out¬ 
side  were  conflicts,  inside  were  fears. 
Nevertheless  God,  who  comforts  the 
downcast,  comforted  us  by  the  coming 
of  Titus"  (NKJV). 

If  Paul  needed  encouragement,  how 
much  more  does  your  pastor?  Notice 
that  in  the  midst  of  Paul’s  struggles 
with  personal  insecurities  and  ministry 
conflict,  God  comforted  him  through  the 
encouragement  of  Titus.  Through  the 
Lift  Pastor  Appreciation  emphasis  of  the 
North  American  Mission  Board,  you  can 
extend  to  your  pastor  and  his  family  a 
“Titus  Touch"  of  encouragement. 

King  Midas  is  popularly  remembered 
in  Greek  mythology  for  his  abilityto  turn 
everything  he  touched  into  gold.  This 
became  known  as  the  Golden  Touch  or 
the  Midas  Touch.  The  Titus  Touch  is  the 
golden  touch  of  encouragement,  which 
is  given  by  a  church  through  lifting  their 
pastor  in  appreciation. 

Will  vou  join  God  in  His  gracious 
work  of  “comforting"  your  pastor  and 
his  family?  Will  you  lift  your  pastor  and 
extend  the  Titus  Touch  to  him? 

The  struggles  of  pastoral  ministry 
are  real.  They  have  been  documented 
anew  in  a  recent  study  LifeWay  Research 
- - - - 


veyed  1,500  pastors.  Among  the  r 
■  84%  of  pastors  report  they  a 
call  24  hours  a  day. 


B2ptistRecord 
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American  Mission  Board.  The  study  sur- 

results. 

_  are  on 

24  hours  a  day. 

■  80%  of  pastors  expect  conflict  in 
their  church. 

■  54%  find  the  role  of  pastor  fre¬ 
quently  overwhelming. 

*  ■  53%  often  are  concerned  about  their 
familys  financial  security. 

■  48%  often  feel  the  demands  of  min¬ 
istry  are  more  than  they  can  handle. 


Guest  opinion] 

with  Michael  Lewis 


■  21%  say  their  church  has  unrealistic  | 
expectations  of  them. 

In  the  course  of  25  years  serving  as 
pastor  for  churches  of  a  variety  of  sizes 
and  settings,  there  have  been  special 
times  when  church  leaders  have  taken 
five  minutes  of  a  worship  gathering  to 
recognize  our  family,  which  brought 
great  encouragement  to  me. 

One  year  the  chairman  of  the  per¬ 
sonnel  committee  asked  our  family  to 
join  him  before  the  congregation  and 
acknowledged  the  love  of  the  church 
for  our  family  and  appreciation  for  my 
leadership  as  a  pastor.  The  church  gave 
us  a  gift  card  to  enjoy  a  much-needed 
time  of  rest. 

This  simple  act  brought  such  affirma¬ 
tion  and  encouragement  not  only  to  me 
but  also  to  my  entire  family. 

When  a  pastor  is  lifted  up,  the  entire 
church  is  lifted  with  encouragement. 
Students  of  the  Great  Awakenings  have 
discovered  that  one  common  factor  to 
every  move  of  God  among  His  people  is 
bold  and  &urageous  preaching.  Such 
preaching  comes  only  from  pastors  who 
are  prayed  for  and  encouraged. 

Could  it  be  by  simple  acts  of  lifting 
pour  pastor  and  bis  family  that  God  may 


the  next  Great  Awakening  in  your 
church  and  community  ? 

Resources  and  prayerful  -suggestions 
to  make  Lift  Pastor  Appreciation  special 
for  you  and  your  pastor  can  be  found  at 

sendnetwork.com/pastors-appreciation. 

If  you  lift  your  pastor,  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  may  lift 
your  church  with  the  gift  of  a  Shane 
and  Shane  concert.  To  enter  a  contest 
to  host  a  concert,  simply  share  how 
you  lift  your  pastor  and  encourage 
others  to  do  Hie  same.  Post  photos  on 

see  LEW19  on  p  8 


William  H  Perkins  Jr.  bon 


Tony  Martm 


Megan  Young 
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NEW  MINISTRY  —  Oavid  Melber  (center)  is  congratulated  by  North  American  Misaion 
Board  president  Kevin  Ezell  (left)  after  Melber  was  named  senior  vice  president  of  the  new 
Send  Relief  compassion  ministry  during  the  Oct.  7  trustee  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Join¬ 
ing  Melber  and  Ezell  was  Melber  s  wife  Tera.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  NAMB) 


NAMB  approves  new  ministry, 
$4  million  for  IMB  missionaries 

'Send  Relief  is  going  to  be  an  ideal  way  for  us 
as  Southern  Baptists  to  meet  a  real  need  —  not 
only  for  the  physical  side  but  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel,  see  people  come  to  Christ,  and  help  be 
part  of  the  church  planting  effort." 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  Trustees 
of  the  North  American  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  (NAMB)  have 
approved  the  establishment 
of  Send  Relief  ,  a  new  com¬ 
passion  ministry  that  will 
offer  Southern  Baptists  op¬ 
portunities  to  meet  physical 
needs  and  serve  underprivi¬ 
leged  communities. 

NAMB  President  Kevin 
Ezell  noted  shortly  after 
trustees  closed  their  meet¬ 
ing  Oct,  7  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
“Imagine  40,000  Southern 
Baptist  churches  engaged 
to  meet  needs  in  their  com¬ 
munities  and  across  North 
America.  Send  Relief  will 
give  churches  hands-on  op¬ 
portunities  to  alleviate  suf¬ 
fering  and  transform  lives." 

Send  Relief  will  launch  in 
2016  and  include  compas¬ 
sion  ministries  to  combat 
hunger,  poverty,  serve  chil¬ 
dren  through  foster  care  and 
adoption,  combat  human 
trafficking,  minister  to  mi- 

Ents  through  international 
ming  centers  and  meet  in¬ 
ner-city  needs  with  construc¬ 
tion  and  medical  teams. 

Send  Relief  will  launch  in 
2016  and  will  include  com¬ 
passion  ministries  to: 

■  combat  hunger  and 
poverty. 

■  serve  children  through 
foster  care  and  adoption. 


■  combat  human 
trafficking. 

■  minister  to  migrants 
through  international 
learning  centers. 

■  meet  inner-city  needs 
with  construction  and 
medical  teams. 

NAMB  trustees  approved 
David  Melber  as  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Send  Relief.  Melber 
has  led  Crossings  Ministries 
camp  outreach  in  Kentucky 
since  2003. 

“Send  Relief  is  going  to  be 
an  ideal  way  for  us  as  Southern 
Baptists  to  meet  a  real  need  — 
not  only  for  the  physical  side 
but  to  proclaim  the  Gospel, 
see  people  come  to  Christ, 
and  help  be  part  of  the  church 
planting  effort,"  Melber  said. 

AlAMB’s  disaster  relief 
team  will  be  part  of  Send 
Relief  and  continue  to  have 
its  own  director.  NAMB  will 
continue  to  serve  as  coordi¬ 
nator  of  national  disaster  re¬ 


lief  responses  from  its  head¬ 
quarters  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 

Trustees  also  approved  a 
four  million  dollar  budget 
reduction  for  the  2015-16  fis¬ 
cal  year,  so  NAMB  can  send 
funds  to  assist  International 
Mission  Board  (1MB)  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Ezell  requested 
the  action  in  response  to  the 
IMB’s  announced  reduction 
in  personnel  of  up  to  15%  in 
order  to  address  ongoing  rev¬ 
enue  shortfalls. 

“This  is  a  Kingdom  vote," 
said  NAMB  trustee  chairman 
Chuck  Herring,  senior  pastor 
of  Collierville  First  Church 
near  Memphis  and  a  for¬ 
mer  Mississippi  pastor,  after 
trustees  unanimously  passed 
the  resolution. 

Next,  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Executive 
Committee  must  approve  the 
proposed  assistance  before 
NAMB  can  transfer  funds  to 
IMB,  which  is  headquartered 
in  Richmond,  Va. 


USCIRF  reauthorized 
by  Congress,  special 
advisor  named  to  post 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Op¬ 
pressed  Christians  and  other 
religious  adherents  around  the 
wond  stand  to  benefit  from 
recent  actions  by  the  United 
States  government. 

The  U.S.  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  approved  reautnoriza- 
tion  of  the  U.S.  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Free¬ 
dom  (USCIRF)  in  a  voice  vote 
Oct.  6.  The  Senate  passed  the 
same  legislation  without  opposi¬ 
tion  Sept.  30. 

The  measure,  awaiting  U.S. 
President  Barack  Obamas  sig¬ 
nature,  will  extend  the  authority 
of  a  bipartisan  panel  that  serves 
as  a  watchdog  on  global  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  conditions. 

Congressional  action  to  renew 
USCIRFs  mission  came  shortly 
after  Obama  selected  one  of  the 
commission’s  own  staffers  as  the 
first  special  advisor  for  religious 
minorities  in  the  Near  East  and 
South/Central  Asia. 

David  Saperstein,  the  U.S. 
ambassador  at  large  for  inter¬ 
national  religious  freedom,  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointment  of 
Knox  Thames  to  the  new  post 
Sept.  16.  Thames,  formerly  US¬ 
CIRF’s  director  of  policy  and 
research,  began  work  in  the 
State  Department’s  Office  of 
International  Religious  Free¬ 
dom  Sept.  28. 

Russell  Moore,  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC)  in  Nashville,  applauded 
both  developments. 

He  expressed  gratitude  Con¬ 
gress  “acted  in  the  best  interest 
of  Americans  and  millions  of 
otherpeople  around  the  world  by 
reauthorizing  [USCIRF],  which 
plays  a  crucial  role  in  standing 
up  for  soul  freedom  against  tyr¬ 
anny  around  the  world." 

In  written  comments  for 
Baptist  Press,  Moore  described 
Thames  as  "an  excellent  choice 
to  serve  as  a  special  advisor  for 
religious  minorities  in  some  of 
the  most  oppressive  regions  in 
the  world.  His  stalwart  com¬ 
mitment  to  religious  freedom 
and  years  of  experience  both  on 
the  held  and  in  crafting  policy 
will  help  play  a  crucial  part  in 
defending  religious  freedom  in 
countries  where  there  might 
otherwise  be  little  or  no  advo¬ 
cacy  for  it." 

the  road  to  congressional  re- 
authorization  of  USCIRF  proved 
rocky.  The  international  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  community'  sup¬ 
ported  bills  sponsored  by  Sen. 
Marco  Rubio  (R.-Fl.)  ana  Rep 
Chris  Smith  (R.-N.J)  that  would 
not  only  have  renewed  USCIRFs 
authority  but  strengthened  it. 

The  Rubio  and  Smith  mea¬ 
sures  included  provisions  calling 
for  expanding  the  designation  of 
severe  violators  of  religious  lib¬ 
erty  to  include  non-government, 


terrorist  groups  such  as  the  Is¬ 
lamic  State  of  Iraq  and  Syria 
(ISIS)  in  the  Near  East  and  Boko 
Haram  in  Nigeria. 

Congress  finally  approved  a 
compromise  but  one  that  ac¬ 
complished  its  main  purpose  of 
keeping  USCIRFs  doors  open.  It 
appeared  in  late  September  that 
tne  commission  might  have  to 
shut  down,  at  least  temporarily. 

Its  authorization  was  to  end 
Sept.  30,  but  Congress  managed 
to  extend  USCIRFs  Hfe  by  in¬ 
cluding  it  in  a  continuing  resolu¬ 
tion  to  keep  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  operating.  A  continuing 
resolution  is  a  short-term  fund¬ 
ing  measure. 

The  newly  approved  reautho¬ 
rization  is  for  four  years,  a  fact 
Rubio  highlighted  after  the  .Sen¬ 
ate  vote.  The  four-year  authori¬ 
zation  will  enable  USCIRF  “to 
focus,  without  distraction,  on 
their  critical  mandate  at  precise¬ 
ly  the  time  it’s  most  needed,"  he 
said  in  a  written  statement. 

“Attacks  on  houses  of  wor¬ 
ship,  imprisonment,  and  even 
death  are  daily  realities  for  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith  around  the  world," 
Rubio  said.  “This  is  especially 
true  for  religious  minorities  in 
the  Middle  East  who  are  facing 
a  genocidal  onslaught. 

USCIRF  “has  been  a  stead¬ 
fast  champion  of  this  first  free¬ 
dom'  and  a  reliable  voice  for  the 
oppressed  and  marginalized," 
he  said. 

Moore  commended  Rubio’s 
efforts,  saying  USCIRF  reautho¬ 
rization  “would  never  have  been 


possible  if  not  for  the  longstand¬ 
ing  and  valiant  leadership"  of 
the  senator. 

The  post  now  filled  by 
Thames  remained  vacant  for 
13  months  after  the  Near  East 
and  South  Central  Asia  Reli¬ 
gious  Freedom  Act  became  law 
in  August  2014.  Moore  joined 
a  diverse  coalition  of  religious 
liberty  advocates  in  an  April 
letter  urging  Obama  to  make  an 
appointment  for  the  position. 

Thames’  responsibilities  as 
special  advisor  include  monitor¬ 
ing  religious  freedom  conditions 
in  the  Near  East  —  also  known 
as  the  Middle  East  —  and  South/ 
Central  Asia,  and  recommend¬ 
ing  responses  by  Washington  to 
violations  of  religious  rights. 

Repression  or  persecution 
of  religious  adherents  in  recent 
years  has  continued  or  increased 
in  such  countries  as  Iraq.  Syria, 
Iran,  Pakistan,  Egypt,  and  Af¬ 
ghanistan.  Among  the  religious 
communities  victimized  by  ISIS 
and  other  Islamic  extremists  in 
particular  are  Christians,  Ya/i- 
dis  in  Iraq,  Ahmadiyya  Muslims 
in  Pakistan,  and  Bana’is  in  Iran. 

The  existence  of  entire  reli 
gious  movements  is  threatened 
in  some  countries,  such  as  Iraq 
and  Egypt. 
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rim  Davis  became  national  news 
out  of  Kentucky  when  she  refused 
give  marriage  licenses  to  same 
sex  couples.  The  fallout  was  that  she 
would  stand  before  a  federal  judge,  be 
sent  to  jail  where  she  spent  six  days,  and 
when  released  face  the  wrath  of  any  and 
everyone  who  wanted  to  call  her  a  name 
and  criticize  herpast  or  her  present  or 
her  faith  or  her  future.  According  to  Da¬ 
vis,  she  was  called  Hitler  and  hypocrite 
and  fold  that  God  does  not  love  people 
like  her.  _ 

One  reporter  who  interviewed  her  " 
days  slier  she  was  released  from  jail 
asked,  “Why  do  you  fed  your  moral 
conscience  is  more  important  than 
sotneotx  else’s  happiness?"  That  is  a  fair 
question  and  a  legitimate  question,  hut  1 
must  add  a  question  built  on  the  wrong 
premise.  For  decades  now  the  culture, 
especially  here  in  America,  has  been 
built  on  the  premise  that  the  chief  goal 
of  man  is  to  be  happy.  The  thought  is 
that  God  made  us  to  be  happy  and  He  is 
only  happy  when  we’re  happy. 

Back  in  the  ‘bos  die  sexual  revolu¬ 
tion  and  freedom  of  sexual  expression 
were  all  the  headlines  and,  coupled  with 
an  incredible,  insatiable  appetite  for 
drugs  that  would  lift  you  up  or  zone  you 
out,  n ad  swept  the  country.  Everybody 
wanted  to  feel  good  and  just  be  happy. 
The  capsule  statement  of  those  days 
was,  "if  it  feels  good,  do  it,"  and  if  it  feels 
good  and  you  do  it,  you  will  ultimately 
be  happy. 

The  problem  was  —  and  is  —  that’s 
not  true.  Simply  because  you  break  down 
walls  and  barriers  and  live  in  a  world 
where  all  restraints  have  been  thrown  off 
in  every  area  of  life  does  not  in  any  way 
assure  happiness  and  certainly  does  not 
bring  out  ultimate  purpose  in  life.  Here’  * 
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The  Great  Question 


the  gloat  question:  Is  the  ultimate  goal  of 
the  human  being  to  be  ha?jpy?  1  realize 
that  in  out  founding  documents  you  will 
find,  “...and  die  pursuit  of  happiness...” 
as  one  of  the  core  ideas.  The  problem  is 
that  happiness  is  an  elusive  idea  and  as 
much  as  you  may  chase  after  it,  the  more 
distant  it  may  become. 

Happiness  is  not  an  acquired  com- 


_ | _ miMlIk 

but  you  will  often  find  it  waiting  in  the 
wings  as  you  go  after  something  right  or 
good  or  godly  in  your  life.  If  your  chief 
question  and  goal  in  life  is,  “How  can  1 
be  happy?”  you  may  never  attain  it  Do 
you  think  Jesus  was  happy?  I  think  the 


zone  in  life. 

The  results  of  a  study  that  was  done 
on  happiness  were  recently  released. 


and  the  findings  were  fascinating.  One 
of  the  things  the  study  pointed  out  was 
that  the  happiest  period  in  most  people’s 

fives  is  from  ages  15-24.  Two  erf  the 

reasons  given  were  that  the  burdens  of 
responsibility  are  not  as  great  as  in  later 
penods  of  fife,  and  that  in  large  measure 
as  these  young  people  were  transition¬ 
ing  to  adults  they  still  had  solid  support 
from  parents. 

The  study  reported  that  happiness  be¬ 
gins  to  dimmish  after  age  24,  attributed 

to  die  facts  that  most  people  were  by  that 

age  married  or  having  children  or  incur¬ 
ring  increasing  debt  or  facing  the  payoff 
of  tne  student  loans  or  purchasing  a 
home,  and  all  the  burdens  of  being  grown 
up  land  of  comes  crashing  in  on  folks. 

The  study  also  observed  that  all  the 
joy  and  the  nappineoi*  stuff  of  the  15-24 
age  period  stay  pretty  much  in  the  dis¬ 
tant  future  until  returning  at  about  age 
80.  At  that  point,  the  study  said,  people 
become  more  relaxed  and  probably 


more  reasoned  in  their  approach  to  life, 
and  resolve  to  enjoy  what  life  they  have. 
Well,  the  other  piece  of  that  is  that  the 
average  person  does  not  live  to  be  Bo. 
The  average  lifespan  is  in  the  70s  range 
and  so  1  guess  if  you  know  the  Lord  and 
you  go  on  to  be  with  Him,  real  eternal 
happiness  becomes  a  part  of  daily  life. 

I  got  to  thinking  about  that  study  and 
what  the  researchers  had  found.  1  per¬ 
sonally  didn’t  remember  the  13-24  age 
period  of  fife  as  being  incredibly  happy, 
not  out  of  the  norm  at  least  1  do  remem¬ 
ber  some  things  that  I  did,  and  prob¬ 
ably  what  I  was  at  15  rr  4 16  and  17  that 
I  would  hate  to  think  1 .  as  going  back 
there,  but  somewhere  down  the  pathway 
of  fife  I  discovered  that  God  only  gives 
us  one  day  at  a  time.  Tve  often  thought, 
what  would  we  do  if  He  handed  us  two 
days  at  one  time?  That  would  he  1  mess. 
Just  a  day  at  a  time,  and  Scripture  says, 
‘This  is  tne  day  which  the  Lora  hath 
made;  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it." 
(Pa.  118:24). 

Whether  you  are  age  20  or  120,  the 
only  opportunity  you  nave  to  he  blessed 
or  to  be  a  blessing  is  the  one  day  that 
is  before  you  right  now.  You  cannot  go 
back  and  do  anything  about  the  13-24 
age  period  or  aD  the  good  things  that 
have  happened  or  didn’t  happen  through 
the  decaaes  of  your  fife,  but  today  —  to¬ 
day—  you  have  the  privilege  and  I  think 
the  responsibility  of  not  only  wanting  to 
be  happy  but  being  a  blessing  to  others 
and  ooing  something  that  will  honor  the 
Lord,  bless  the  folks  around  you,  and 
just  keep  your  eyes  open  because  you 
may  find  that  you  run  slap  dab  into  a 
happiness  moment. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direv - 
tions@mbcb.org . 


►  Pleasant  Hill  Church.  Tippah  Co  Revival,  Oct.  18  - 
21;  Sun.,  n  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  potluck 
meal  Wednesday  after  service;  Charles  Smith,  speaker; 
James  Harrison,  music. 

^  Rrst  Church,  Durant:  Homecoming,  Oct.  18;  Sunday 
School,  high  attendance  in  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  fellowship  meal  and  af 

r,  O.  I} 


I  after- 
Lyn  Nations,  pas- 


Tommy  King,  president  of  WILLIAM 
CAREY  UNIVERSITY,  has  been 

elected  chairman  of  the  Consor¬ 
tium  for  Global  Education  1CGE),  a 
nonprofit  organization  of  accred¬ 
ited  American  private  colleges  and 
universities  committed  to  global 
development  in  education.  King's 
election  occurred  during  CGE’s 
annual  meeting  on  the  campus  of 
Charleston  Southern  University  in 
South  Caroline  from  September  IB- 
18.  As  chairman.  King  will  provide 
guidance  to  staff  and  the  board  of 
directors  in  furthering  CGE  goals 
and  initiatives.  King  was  eiected 
to  the  CGE  executive  committee  in 
September  2013. 


noon  worship;  Matt  Brady,  speaker; 
tor. 

►  Kilmichael  Church.  Kitmichael:  Homecoming,  Oct. 
18;  registration,  p  a.m.;  program,  10  a.m.,  followed  by 
potlucK  lunch  and  fellowship. 

Strengthford  First  Church,  Laurel:  Homecoming, 
Oct.  18;  services,  to  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch:  Dwight 
Smith,  speaker;  In  Faith,  music;  Bobby  Boutwell,  pastor. 

►  Main  St.  Church,  Hattiesburg:  Homecoming,  Oct.  18; 
service,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds;  Jim 
Futral.  speaker. 

►  Southside  Church,  Vicksburg:  Revival,  Oct.  18  -  23; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Harvey 
Reeves,  speaker. 

►  Mt  Vernon  Church,  Newton  County:  Homecoming, 
Oct.  18,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  potluck  lunch  and  cemetery 
association  meeting;  William  Boulton,  speaker;  Mike 
Rasberry,  pastor. 

►  Pearl  haven  Church,  Brook  haven:  noth  anniversary 
homecoming,  Oct.  18;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch; 
Lonnie  Case,  speaker. 

^  Macedonia  Church,  Lee  County:  Revival,  Oct  19  - 
20;  Jeny  Welch,  speaker;  Dexter  Griggs,  music;  Terry 
Faulkner,  pastor. 

b  Blythe  Creek  Church.  Choctaw  County:  Homecom¬ 
ing,  Oct.  18;  special  musk,  10  a.m.;  worship,  u  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  'unen;  Mike  Fondren,  pastor;  Sandra  Williams, 
music  director. 

Bouton ia  Church,  Ybzoo  Association:  Homecoming, 

Oct.  18:  l  .isk  with  the  Revelation  Quartet.  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship*  11  a.m.*  followed  by  fellowship  meaJ;  Matt  Martin, 
speaker.  D.  J.  Speckner,  pastor. 


VICTORY  CHURCH.  BA88FIELD,  held  its  130th 
anniversary  Sept.  13.  Shown  are  guest  speaker  Gerald 
Aultman  and  George  Berger. 

►  First  Church,  Clara:  One-day  revival,  Oct.  18;  service. 
10:30  a.m„  followed  by  catered  meal  and  6:30  p.m.;  Gary 
M.  Bowlin,  speaker;  ifcvin  Moody,  music;  Richard  Brad 
leyipast°r. 

►  Chunky  Church  Chunky:  Homecoming,  Oct.  18;  ser¬ 
vice,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  lunen 
^Galilee  Church,  Rockport:  Homecoming,  Oct.  18. 
10  a.m,,  followed  by  lunch  and  cemetery  decoration; 
Chuck  Ashley  speaker;  Servants  Heart,  Andy  Phillips. 
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Billy  Graham  exhibit  to 
open  in  North  Carolina 


RALEIGH,  N.C.  (BP)  -  The  North 
Carolina  Museum  of  History  will 


McCrory,  the  governor,  visited 
the  Billy  Graham  Library  in  Char¬ 
lotte  Oct  2  to  sign  a  mil  passed 
by  the  state  Senate  and  House  to 
pave  die  way  for  a  BiBy  Graham 
statue  in  the  National  Statuary 

Hail  in  Congress. 

Congressional  guidelines  re¬ 
quire  that  a  person’s  statue  for 
Statuary  Hall  only  be  installed 
posthumously.  A  seven-member 
panel  will  be  formed  to  select  a 
sculptor  and  secure  the  neces¬ 
sary  funds. 


S.  Carolina  Baptists  grieve  losses,  tackle  record  flooding 


SUPPLY  LINE  —  Baptist  Collegiate  Ministry  students  from 
the  University  of  South  Carolina  In  Columbia  help  set  up  a 
South  Carolina  Baptist  disaster  relief  feeding  unit  at  Riverland 
Hills  Church  in  Columbia,  after  a  WO-year  flood  devastated 
much  of  the  state.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Baptist  Courier) 


COLUMBIA,  S.C.  (BP)  —  First 
Church,  Columbia,  S.C,  has  rea¬ 
son  to  mourn.  Yet,  like  so  many 
other  churches  in  Columbia,  S.C., 
and  across  the  state,  First  Church 
is  engaging  in  ministry  as  flooding 
continues  the  ongoing  battle  with 
Hurricane  Joaquin  survivors  and 
first  responders. 

Richard  Milroy,  82,  “died 
in  his  car  sometime  in  the  last 
couple  of  days  due  to  devastat¬ 
ing  floods,"  minister  of  disciple- 
ship  Wes  Church  wrote  to  First 
Church  members,  The  Baptist 
Courier,  newsjoumal  of  the 
South  Carolina  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  reported  Oct.  6. 

"How  do  we  even  begin  to  put 
into  words  all  of  the  emotions  we 
are  experiencing?"  Church  said 
There  is  so  muen  heartbreak  and 
need  in  our  community." 

Milroy  was  one  of  17  drowning 
or  auto  accident  fatalities  from  the 
hurricane’s  downpours  in  South 
and  North  Carolina 

Some  First  Church  members 
lost  homes  or  cars,  and  some  lost 


all  their  belongings.  College  and 
high  school  students  and  their 
leaders  are  helping  dean  up  flood- 
damaged  homes. 

First  Church  also  is  housing  13 
South  Carolina  Baptist  disaster 
relief  volunteers  who  are  feeding 
more  than  1,000  first  responders 
at  a  nearby  city  maintenance  area. 
Volunteers  are  coordinating  with 
a  sister  church  to  collect  donations 
of  bottled  water  and  are  delivering 
refreshments  to  security  person¬ 
nel,  EMS  staff,  and  firemen 

First  Church’s  outreach  is  being 
replicated  by  churches  in  numer¬ 
ous  other  locales.  Richard  Harris, 
interim  executive  director-trea¬ 
surer  of  the  South  Carolina  Baptist 
Convention,  wrote  to  the  state’s 
Baptists  in  a  letter  posted  by  the 
Baptist  Courier  on  Oct  6:  "We  say 
we  are  serious  about  presenting 
the  Gospel  to  everyone  in  South 
Carrdina  and  to  fulfilling  the  Great 
C  ommission  in  our  lifetime.  This 
flood  crisis  provides  one  of  the 
greatest  opportunities  to  reveal 
our  love  for  our  fellow  citizens  and 


obedience  to  the  Lord  who  com¬ 
missioned  us.  The  empowering  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  ours  to  change 
the  population  of  heaven  and  hell 
as  we  love  folks  in  .Jesus’  name." 

Harris,  recapping  the  trauma 
inflicted  by  Hurricane  Joaquin, 
noted:  “South  Carolina  has  ex¬ 
perienced  historic  rainfall  and 
flooding  that  few  of  us  have  expe- 
riencea  in  our  lifetime.  Thousands 
across  our  state  have  lost  homes 
or  had  significant  damage  to  their 
homes,  as  well  as  vehicles  and 
other  personal  property.  Business 
owners  are  facing  huge  damage 
to  buildings  and  inventory  loss. 
Numerous  churches  (maity  of  our 
SCBC  churches)  and  their  mem¬ 
bers  have  felt  the  wrath  of  the 
heavy  rains  and  flooding. 

"Throughout  Columbia  and 
much  of  the  state,"  Harris  con¬ 
tinued,  “the  mads,  highways  and 
interstates,  as  well  as  much  of  the 
state’s  infrastructure  (water,  elec¬ 
trical,  sewer,  etc.),  have  notable 
damage  which  will  require  days 
and  weeks  to  repair." 
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GILLSBURG  CHURCH.  GILLS  BURG,  held  its  annual  Bless 
ing  of  the  Hunt  wild  game  dinner  to  kick  off  the  2015  season. 
The  TV  crew  from  Trained  Assassins  provided  the  entertain¬ 
ment  and  door  priies.  Shown  afcuhe  prize  winners. 


Just  for  the  Record 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  First  Church.  Eupora,  is  ] 

hosting  The  Nelons  in  concert 
Oct.  22,  7  p.m.  Local  singers, 

6:30  p.m.  Love  offering. 

►  Athens  Church.  Men¬ 
denhall.  is  having  a  dedication 
service  for  their  new  church 
building  Oct.  18, 10:30  a.m. 

►  Fellowship  Church,  Me¬ 
ridian,  ordained  Scotty  Elliot 
and  Adam  Stewart  as  deacons 
Sept.  13.  Corey  Fontan,  pastor. 

!  >  Concord  Church,  Mice,  .  .  .  . 

muai  Blass  wiB  FIRST  CHURCH.  MORTON,  recognizes  those  with  perfect 

5!^  attendance  from  Sept.  2014  -  Aug.  2015.  Shown  are  Bennett 

JnEST  Merchant,  Eugene  Blackburn,  Virginia  Thompson,  Maurice 

s.  Futral,  speaker.  Stegall,  and  Judv  Stegall. 


IMMANUEL  CHURCH,  CLEVELAND,  STRAYHORN  CHURCH,  SARAH,  ordained 

recognized  David  Gladden  as  volunteer  music  Blake  Walker  to  the  gospel  ministry  Oct  4. 
minister  for  the  past  five  years  Oct  4.  Steve  Shown  are  Welker  end  pastor  Mike  Porter. 
Huber,  pastor 


CROSS  ROADS  CHURCH,  PELAHATCHIE,  recently  held 
a  Back  to  Church  revival.  Shown  are  Rachel  and  Travis  Thomp¬ 
son  who  enjoyed  having  their  picture  drawn  by  guest  speaker 

Joe  McKeever. 


Nearly  30  women  from  NORTH  DELTA  ASSOCIATION  WMU  enjoyed  a  gathering  end  lun¬ 
cheon  at  the  fall  meeting  at  HOLLYWOOD  CHURCH.  SLEDGE. 


NEWHEBRON  CHURCH.  NEWHEBRON.  held  a  baby  dedica 
tkm  Sept  21.  Shown  ere  the  participants  end  pastor  Mike  Grenn 


* 


lakeland  CHURCH,  ITAWAMBA  COUN-  Danny  Wade  of  SPRINGFIELD  CHURCH. 

TY.  held  a  baby  dedication  Oct  4.  Shown  are  MORTON,  we»  honored  with  an  ice  cream 
Easton  Dickerson  with  hie  parents  Taylor  and  supper  for  almost  30  years  service  aa  custo- 
Maggie  Dickerson  and  pastor  Kelly  Knight.  dian.  Ha  is  shown  with  pastor  Don  Wilson. 


WADE  CHURCH,  WADE,  ordained  Phillip  Busby,  Jans  Ped- 
araan  Sr.,  and  Kevin  Fant  aa  deacon*  Oct  4.  Shown  are  Busby, 
Kails  Busby,  Gayle  Pedersen,  Pedersen,  Keira  Fant  and  Fant. 
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First  Person: 

Ukraine  Christians 
deliver  food,  hope 


By  lom  Long 
Correspondent 

Life  along  the  road  to  the  war 
front  seemed  normal:  gardens 
surrounding  every  home,  vil¬ 
lagers  taking  their  cows  out  to 
pasture,  huge  sunflower  fields 
dotting  the  landscape  nearby.  It 
didnt  look  like  we  were  less  than 
13  miles  from  the  war  front 

I  met  Victor  (not  his  real 
name)  last  summer.  At  that  time, 
the  30-something  bebever  was 
helping  evacuate  people  from 
Ukrainian  towns  and  villages 
where  the  war  was  raging.  Now 
he  works  with  a  ministry  that  as¬ 
sists  internally  displaced  people. 

Two  to  three  times  a  week,  Vic¬ 
tor  visits  the  war  front  to  deliver 
food  and  hope  to  those  in  need. 

This  particular  morning,  we 
loaded  300-phis  loaves  of  bread 
directly  from  a  bakery  into  a  van 
and  headed  toward  the  front  at 
5:30  a.m.  After  six  checkpoints  in 
more  than  two  hours  on  the  road, 
we  finally  arrived. 


Two  hundred  yards  from  the 
church  stood  three  buildings  that 
had  been  heavily  damaged  by 
mortar  shells  the  other  day.  For¬ 
tunately,  the  church  building  did 
not  sustain  any  damage. 

We  were  greeted  by  Sasha  (not 
his  real  name),  a  young  man  in 
his  20s  whose  age  disguises  his 
maturity  and  his  heart  for  the 
people  who  have  endured  more 
than  a  year  of  war. 

Sasha  is  not  the  pastor  of  this 
church,  but  he  finds  himself  in  that 
position  now  that  the  pastor  and 
another  leader  have  left.  Someone 
suggested  they  lock  up  the  church 
bunding  and  all  of  them  leave. 

*1  was  against*  the  idea,* 
Sasha  said.  The  church,  like 
Christians,  must  stand  in  the 
most  difficult  times.  We  must 
be  here  to  minister.* 

The  church  is  doing  just  that 
Every  day  they  prepare  a  hot 


meal  and  deliver  it  by  bicycle  to 
more  than  40  people  unable  to 
leave  their  homes  due  to  physi¬ 
cal  immobility  They  started  dis¬ 
tributing  food  back  in  February 
when  temperatures  were  below 
freezing,  and  they  have  contin¬ 
ued  to  deliver  meals  no  matter 
the  weather. 

“Ministry  isn't  just  singing 
songs  and  preaching  on  Sundays, 
Sasha  iak£  “During  this  time,  we 
need  to  go  to  the  people  and  help 
detiver  food  and  water,*  he  said. 

Someone  donated  a  generator 
to  the  church,  so  now  they  are  able 
to  provide  a  charging  place  for 
phones  and  computers  when  the 
electricity  doesn’t  work. 

Covering  windows  and  roofs 
damaged  by  shelling  is  another 
ministry  of  the  church.  With 
winter  not  too  far  away,  they 
hope  to  purchase  particle  board 
to  cover  broken  windows. 

Funds  also  are  needed  for 
a  vehicle  to  deliver  food  to  the 
bomebound  and  for  medicine 
and  other  supplies  that  are  in  de¬ 
mand  because  no  shops  are  open 

inthedty. 

When  Victor  and  others  come 
to  town,  they  take  food  packets 
to  families  with  children.  Victor 
and  his  ministry  receive  some 
support  from  Global  Hunger 
Fund  gifts  from  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  distributed  by  Baptist  Global 
Response  to  provide  the  packets. 
To  help  bring  a  smile  to  the  nu¬ 
merous  kids  waiting  for  him,  Vic¬ 
tor  also  brings  Samaritan's  Purse 
shoeboxes ofschoo!  and  hygiene 


ANOTHER  CHANCE?  —  After  decades  of  war,  the  people  of  South  Sudan  celebrated  in¬ 
dependence  on  July  9,  201V  The  war  was  primarily  a  Muslim  Arab  versus  Christian  African 
conflict.  Eighteen  months  later  the  country  was  plunged  into  violent  civil  war.  A  peace  ac¬ 
cord  was  signed  in  August  this  year.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 

Politicians,  missionaries 
disagree  over  South  Sudan 


^Before  the  war,  few  people 
knew  there  was  a  Baptist  church. 
Now,  everyone  knows  there  is  a 
Baptist  church,*  Sasha  remarked 
about  the  role  the  church  now 
plays  in  the  community. 

Tom  Lon q  is  a  Christian  work¬ 
er  in  Ukraine.  This  article  ap¬ 
pears  oourtesu  of  Baptist  Press . 
Edited  far  stale  and  clarity 


PRECIOUS  FOOD  —  Victor  (not  his  real  name),  a  Ukrainian 
believer  involved  in  ministry  to  people  displaced  by  the  war 
in  his  country,  prepares  to  load  bread  into  his  vehicle  for 
delivery  to  a  Baptist  church  for  distribution  to  its  war-battereo 
community.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Tom  Long) 


JUBA.  South  Sudan  (BP)  - 

While  United  Nations  Secretary- 
General  Ban  Ki-moon  alluded  to 
“a  new  window  of  opportunity 
for  peace  in  war-tom  and  famine- 
stricken  South  Sudan,  one  misr 
sionary  there  said “the  window  is 
small  “  for  sharing  the  Gospel  in 
the  worid’s  youngest  nation. 

Ban  was  speaking  Sept  29  at 
a  high-level  meeting  of  the  U.N. 
as  part  of  its  General  Assembly 
debates,  which  included  leaders 
from  around  the  world.  Ban  said 
it  is  “a  pivotal  moment"  for  the 
country  of  South  Sudan. 

However,  Robert  Lane,  who 
serves  with  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  in  South 
Sudan,  warned  that  “the  win¬ 
dow  is  small.  We  don’t  know 
how  long  South  Sudan  will 
be  open.  Now  the  Gospel  can 
be  proclaimed,  but  there  are 
rislS."  Ht  added,  though,  “The 
Gospel  is  worth  them  all  and  a 
thousand  more.” 

Having  gained  independence 
from  Republic  of  the  Sudan  in 
July  2011,  South  Sudan  was 
thrust  into  a  violent  civil  war  18 
months  later  when  its  president 
Salva  Kiir  dismissed  his  deputy 
Riek  Machar,  accusing  him  of  in¬ 
stigating  a  rebellion. 

The  ouster  sparked  hostili¬ 
ties  along  ethnic  lines,  primar¬ 
ily  between  the  Dinka  and  Nuer 
tribes,  resulting  in  one  of  the 
world’s  worst  humanitarian  cri¬ 
ses  in  recent  times. 

Both  sides  have  been  ac¬ 
cused  of  committing  atrocities 
among  the  general  population, 
and  the  conflict  has  created 
a  mass  movement  of  peoples 
being  displaced  within  South 
Sudan  or  becoming  refugees  in 
neighboring  countries. 

The  war  and  migrations 
have  contributed  to  severe  fam- 


■  Pray  for  the  training  and 
equipping  of  local  mis*onar- 
03  of  the  Baptist  Corwanlion 
of  South  Sudan  to  go  and 
miniator  vwtoin  refugee  camps 
outside  lha  country's  borders 

■  Pray  for  the  efforts  of  lo¬ 
cal  Baptist  churches  and  the 
Baptist  Convention  of  ScMh 
Sudan  as  they  seek  to  mini* 
ter  with  food,  doting,  shelter, 
and  spiritual  counsel  to  those 
displaced  within  the  couttry. 

■  Pray  for  those  serving 
w*h  IMB  as  they  ministar 
within  cem^j  of  South  Sudan, 
northeast  Uganda,  and  Chad 

B  Pray  the  efforts  of  both 
IMB  and  the  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  of  South  Sudan  w*  help  , 
produce  naw  bakaners  and 
chutchae  pfantod . 

ine  conditions  in  some  parts  of 
the  country. 

In  August  of  this  year,  a  peace 
accord  was  signed  between  the 
two  warring  factions.  “When  the 
parties  signed  the  agreement ..., 
they  created  a  new  window  of 
opportunity,"  Ban  said.  “I  urge 
the  signatories  to  honor  their 
solemn  commitment  and  imple¬ 
ment  the  agreement  without  de¬ 
lay.  Reverting  to  war  yet  again 
cannot  be  an  option." 

Tim  Ceariey,  IMB  strategy 
leader  for  sub-Saharan  Africa, 
said,  ‘Fray  for  the  Prince  of 
Peace  to  be  made  known  in  the 
midst  of  this  fledgling  country, 
wracked  by  tribal  fighting,  po¬ 
litical  warring,  cyclical  drought, 
decades  of  civil  war  and  unrest. 

“Pray  for  God’s  peace  to  come 
to  South  Sudan,  through  be¬ 
lievers  in  the  camps,  through 
warriors  turning  to  Christ,  and 


through  the  miraculous  trans¬ 
formation  of  individual  hearts 
that  only  He  can  bring." 

Within  the  country  Christians 
are,  indeed,  praying  for  a  true 
and  lasting  peace,  noted  pastor 
FHie  Sworo. 

“Christians  stood  in  prayer 
and  fasting  for  peace  in  the 
country,"  Sworo,  who  leads 
Nuru  Church  in  Juba,  said. 
“Glory  to  God  that  the  peace 
accord  is  already  signed.  Chris¬ 
tians  are  now  praying  for  the 
implementation  process  and 
the  interim  penod,  that  jt 
would  be  a  very  peaceful  one." 

Sworo  said  many  Baptists 
have  been  affected  by  the  con¬ 
flict,  with  most  taking  refuge  at 
UJtf.  camps  either  within  the 
country  or  outside  its  borders. 

“When  the  crisis  started,  the 
church  —  the  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  of  South  Sudan  -  support¬ 
ed  by  providing  shelter  to  fleeing 
citizens,  feeding  them  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  before  they  transited 
to  refugee  camps,"  he  said.  “The 
church  would  still  love  to  sup¬ 
port  affected  citizens  with  any 
available  funding." 

Sworo  said  the  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  of  Sudan  is  currently 
providing  "spiritual  support" 
to  South  Sudanese  refugees  in 
Uganda.  “There  are  five  local 
missionaries  working  among  the 
refugees  to  spread  the  Gospd  of 
Christ  and  help  in  true  reconcili 
ation  among  tribes  by  teaching 
about  forgiveness*,  recoiirilia- 
tion,  etc,"  he  said. 

“This  is  the  major  task  of  the 
church  -  to  bring  lasting  peace 
to  the  nations  through  teaching 
and  reaching  out  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

In  spite  of  king-term  war  and 
displacement,  God  is  at  work, 
Cearlev  said. 
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Journey  from  Zen  Buddhism  to 
Christianity  to  church  planter 


MIAMI,  Fla.  (BP)  -  Aldo 
Lean,  a  self-described  Cuban - 
American  Miami  boy,  recently 
moved  back  to  Miami  from 
Los  Angeles  to  plant  Recon¬ 
cile  Church  Miami  with  the 
purpose  of  reaching  the  lost  in 
south  Dade  County. 

Leon,  33,  married  and  a  fa¬ 
ther  of  two,  wasn't  always  so 
passionate  about  the  Gospel. 
He  says  he  grew  up  in  a  home 
that  was  very  “ unreligious, " 
and  in  college  he  had  very  lib¬ 
eral  professors  who  fed  his  dis¬ 
like  tor  religion  —  Christianity 
in  particular.  *' 

*1  was  taking  criminal  jus¬ 
tice  courses,  and  the  profes¬ 
sor*  would  attack  Christianity, 
and  I  would  swallow  it  all," 
Leon  said. 

In  his  20s,  Leon  had  a  Chris¬ 
tian  girlfriend  who  is  now  his 
wife.  Every  time  she  invited 
him  to  church  or  talked  about 
God,  he  said,  they  would  fight. 

“That  was  the  extent  of  our 
conversations  about  religion,” 
he  said. 

Leon  became  involved  in 
boxing  and  as  he  trained  and 
became  more  serious  about  the 
sport,  his  trainers  suggested  he 
read  up  on  Zen  Buddhism  be¬ 
cause  some  of  its  aspects  would 
be  beneficial  to  his  hoxing. 

“I  wanted  to  be  this  great 
fighter,  and  1  really  got  into  this 
religion,"  Leon  saidT 

He  bought  all  the  books, 
read  all  the  articles,  watched 
videos  and  really  delved  into 
Zen  Buddhism.  In  the  midst 
of  his  studies  he  came  upon 
a  chapter  that  suggested  to 
Westerners  to  get  familiarized 
with  Jesus.  For  Buddhists, 
Jesus  is  one  of  many  enlight¬ 
ened  being  but  not  the  Son 
of  God. 

Leon  got  his  hands  on  a  New 
King  James  New  Testament  to 
learn  about  Jesus  like  his  book 
suggested.  "Not  because  I  was 


ALDO  LEON  (RIGHT)  AND  FAMILY 


for  the  Florida  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  and  Jose  Abeila,  lead 
pastor  of  Providence  Road 
Church  in  Miami,  confirmed 
God’s  calling  for  Leon  to  plant 
in  Miami. 

Reconcile  Church  Miami  is 
set  to  launch  in  October. 

Gary  Johnson,  director  of 
missions  for  Miami  Associa¬ 
tion,  heard  Leon’s  story  dur¬ 
ing  a  new  works  meeting  in 
July.  He  felt  that  it  was  one  of 
those  stories  that  iuat  had  to  be 
shared.  Johnson,  however,  was 
more  interested  in  seeing  Leon 
join  Miami  Association  like 
many  other  millennial  pastors 
are  doing. 

Leon  said  joining  Miami  As¬ 
sociation  makes  sense  because 
church  planting  is  not  some¬ 
thing  that  can  be  done  alone. 
Not  only  that,  but  being  part  of 
the  association  makes  nim  and 
his  church  a  part  of  something 
much  bigger  than  themselves, 
and  that  is  important  to  him. 


Leon  noted  he's  often  thought 
about  the  similarities  between 
his  conversion  story  and  the 
Apostle  Paul’s.  While  the  Zen 
Buddhism  aspect  of  his  conver¬ 
sion  story  is  an  interesting  one, 
he  says  that  what  really  drives 
him  to  share  the  Goapel  is  his  re¬ 
alization  about  h<~v  lost  he  once 
was  and  how  rturauikNiaty  he 
was  saved,  much  like  Paul. 

"I’ve  never  gotten  over  the 
fact  that  l  was  a  person  who 
was  lost  and  is  now  saved," 
Leon  said.  "When  I  converse 
with  lost  people,  there  is  an 
empathy  and  understanding  of 
where  they  are  at. 

“Some  Christians  don’t 
know  how  to  have  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  a  lost  person,  and 
they  can  kind  of  say  these  cook¬ 
ie-cutter  things  but  not  really 
connect.  When  float]  people 
ask  questions  and  say  the  dif¬ 
ficult  things  that  some  post] 
people  say,  I’m  able  to  respond 
to  that." 


looking  for  the  Jesus  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  but  the  idolatrous  Jesus  of 
Buddhism,”  he  said. 

Everything  changed  after 
that.  “Something  happened  to 
me  that  I  haven  t  gotten  over 
since,”  Leon  said,  i  began  to 
believe  what  was  written  about 
Christ.  It  was  very  strange  for 
me  because  I  wasn’t  really 
looking  for  Jesus,  but  He  was 
finding  me. 

“One  month  prior  I  was  ar¬ 
guing  with  my  wife  and  ripping 
her  away  from  her  faith,  and 
the  next  I’m  battling  to  stand 
on  biblical  truths  and  morals.” 

That  all  happened  in  2007. 
After  completing  his  minis¬ 
try  education  at  The  Master  s 
Seminary  in  Los  Angeles,  Leon 
came  back  to  Miami  with  the 
desire  to  plant  a  church. 

"1  felt  a  need  to  attack  areas 
of  great  [Cospel]  need  and  do  it 


Conversations  with  Al  Fer¬ 
nandez,  a  regional  catalyst 
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Instagram,  Twitter,  or 
Facebook  with  the  hashtag 
#  Li  ft  My  Pastor  showing  how 
you  lift  your  pastor  with  one 
of  NAMB’s  resources. 

Posts  should  include 
details  of  why  and  how  the 
church  body  chose  to  lift  their 
pastor.  Each  social  mediapost 
that  uses  the  hashtag  #Lift- 
MyPastor  will  be  entered  for 
the  chance  to  bring  Shane  and 


RRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  MANSFIELD, 
LOUISIANA  IS  SEEKMG  A  FULL-TIME 
MINISTER  OF  WORSHIP  AND  ADULT 
MMBTRMS.  Pleaie  eend  resumes  to:  Ft* 
Bap**  Church.  Attn  Search  CommSMi. 
1710  McArthur  Drive.  Manaieto.  LA  71062. 
1995  CHEVROLET  BUS  25  PASSENGER. 
Accepting  seated  btos  (mawnum$3500)  IB 
Nor  3  Pictures* request.  Contact  601416- 

4695  _ 

UNIVERSITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEK¬ 
ING  A  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MMBTER. 
Sand  resumes  to  Unrverwty  Baptist  Church. 
Attention  Ashley  Barnoa/Saarch  Committee, 
904  Menard  Street  TNbodaux.  LA  70301  or 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS.  MERID¬ 
IAN.  DESIGN,  FABRKATIOM,  REP  AML 
hetoetoergstatoedgtass.oom  or  cal  800-368- 
2705. 

NORRIS  BOOKBMOMG  COMPANY,  INC., 
OLD  BIBUES  REBOUND.  Abe.  church  buL 
Mine  and  hymnals.  For  more  irttormabon  cal 
662  4S3-7&  or  tax  ua  it  8624554743 
WINDOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -  windows 
and  storm  windows  but  to  M  your  openma 
Plus  new  window  weens  and  taaoaen  old 
screens  CM  Tom  Cook  601-7094679 


Shane  to  their  church  for  a 


Insurance  and  Madtoan 
1-600-541-0196  or  via* 
ca0nlne.com 


www.Tumednsuran- 


Visit  facebook.com/NAMB. 
SBC  for  details  and  more  about 
entering  your  church’s  example 
of  pastor  appreciation. 

Lewis  is  executive  director 
of  pastoral  care  and  develop¬ 
ment  for  the  North  American 
Mission  Board,  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Alpharetta,  Ga.  His 
commentary  appears  courte¬ 
sy  of  Baptist  Press.  Edited  for 
style  and  clarity. 


RAGGERROOS:  A  COMEDY  WASHTUB 
BAND.  We  sing,  otatf  toakruments,  and  tel 
jokes  Cal  us  at  601457-0736 
GATLIN8URG  RENTAL  Catxn  $85A*gW 
Contact  832-  922-  0401  or  Ematt:  pd*4760@ 

aB.net  tor  ntormalon  and  booking _ 

STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass.  Jackson. 

601-502-0202 _ 

WANTING  TO  SELL:  2909  WTERNA- 
TKJNAL  72  PASSENGER  BUS.  Great 
Condition,  Air  CondMoning  30.260  MMas. 
Contact  Aden  Clark  601 -S2S-6737  oractarkD 
tocbrandon.oom 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
ESTMIATES.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman 
Mbs  .  phone  601-77B6617 
STAINED  OLABNWORKS,  INC.,  serving  MS 
iALitoce  1992.  Cal  80M06-2970 
WWW  SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT 
COM.  Chriatter  owned  Don  &  Rita  Sebren 
601-992-2082  Al  home  improvements, 
siding,  energy  efficient  windows,  metal  A 
shingle  rooM,  screen  4  tamrooms,  petto  oov- 
era,  decks,  room  additions  kitchen  &  bath 

BEACHSDE  VACATION 
CONDOS:  Gutf  Shores  &  Orange  Beech. 

guthhorescondoe.com,  206-5564368,  205- 
752-1231, 251-752-2366. 


STR0NGH0PE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  • 
SEEKING  A  Bt- VOCATIONAL  YOUTH 
MINISTER  Al  resumes  can  be  sent  to 
Slronghope  Baptist  Church.  Mtanior  Search 
Committee.  5006  MonioMo  Rd..  Wesson, 
Ms  39191  or  am*  to  ahbcMarchoammlt- 
tee@yanoo  com 

BLYTHE  CREEK  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
CHOCTAW  ASSOCIATION,  IS  SEEKING 
A  BL VOCATIONAL  MMBTER  TO  STU¬ 
DENTS.  Emal  reetanee  to  oir  Stodent  Min- 
iator  Search  Committee  at  tttytoecreekbc® 
gmal.com  or  mail  to  261  Btythe  Creek  Road. 

Mathtaton,  MS  39752  _ 

GUM  SPRINGS  CHURCH,  BRAXTON, 
MBSBSIPPf  SEEKS  PIANIST  to  ewe 


Find  us  on  feceboou  ... 

^  Meadow  view  Baptist  Church 


and  Sundey  evening  choir  practice  Please 
submit  resume  to  the  Pianist  Search  Com¬ 
mittee  cto  Musk  Director.  375  Gum  Springs 
Ratal.  Braxton,  MtaMaMppi  39044,  or  email  to 

imandersor 1  ^  00m _ _ 

LMERTY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M  FIOWOOO 
S  SEEKING  A  MMBTER  OF  CMJDREH 
AND  FAMILIES  Please  submit  resumes  to 
Liberty  Baptist  Church.  5199  Lakeland  Drive. 
Ftowood.  MS  39232  or  err*  to  office*) 


GOSS  BAPTWT  CHURCH  COLUMBIA.  MS 
IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  A  MUSIC 
MMBTER  THROUGH  OCTOBER  31,  2015 
Pleeae  send  resumes  to  20  Merit  McArthur 
Dr  Ccfcrttxa.  MS  39429  ATTN  Muse  Search 
ComnOtae  ta  emei  to  merkmc26^ett  net 
GOSS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M  COLUMBIA 
MS  IS  SEEKING  A  PART-  THE  YOUTH 

Tbuffi  search  rommtttae  to  20  Mart  McArthur 
Drive.  Columbia.  MS  39429  or  onto  at 
mtahmc26Qta!  net 


HIGHLAND  BAPTIST  W  SENATOBIA.MS 
IS  TAKING  RESUMES  FOR  THE  FOL- 
LOWING  POSITIONS:  Part-Time  Secretary 
Part-Time  Mtoietar  of  9tudenta(Youto  and 
Cottege  age)  Part-Term  Mime  Mkester  Send 
to  Highland  Baptist  Church,  Alto:  Search 
Comm..  PO  Box  425.  Senatobra,  MS  36668 
orwaemai  to  PaMtaighbceenatobra  com 
FBC  PEARL  B  LOOKWG  FOR  A  PART- 
TIME  MUSC  MMBTER.  Experience  to 
taedtog  Choir  md  Pratae  Teams.  Wended 
services  Email  resume  to  ecottcrewfordOl© 

msnoom  $250.00 tweak _ 

NEW  HOPE  BAPTWT  CHURCH  M  MON- 
TtCELLO,  MS  B  SEEKING  A  PART-TIME 
YOUTH  MMBTER  You  may  cal  801-320- 
2785  for  more  infarmaton 
MURPHY  CREEK  BAPTttT  CHURCH 
B  SEEKING  A  PART  -THE  MMBTRY 
ASSISTANT  Please  sand  resumae  to  toe 
church  at  5420  Bond  Road,  Louwto.  MS 
39339  Peaumat  wB  be  acoaptod  tomugh 
Octet*  *1,2015.  They  can  aMo  bee-mailed 
to  meberneyoflyahoacom 
COPIAH  COUNTY  BAPTBT  ASSOCIATION 
SEEKING  PANT-THE  ASSOCIATION  MB- 
SION  DMECTOR.  Plaeaa  staid  Retajmes  to 
Mr  Larry  Papuan,  Copwh  County  Baptist 
Aataxxalon.  PO^BBaao.  Htohurst  MS 
39063 

THE  TRWXXMTY  BAPTBT  MBSWN 
(LAWRENCE,  MARION,  AN0  WALTHALL 
BAPTBT  ASSOCIATIONS)  IS  RECEIVING 
RESUMES'  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  AS¬ 
SOCIATE  ASSOC4ATIONAL  MBSIONS 
DIRECTOR  through  October  31.  2015 
Resumes  can  be  matted  to  PO  Box  350  I 
Columbia  MS  39429  'atieneon  Executive  j 
Committee),  or  emitted  to  inccwnlybapfsi-  f 
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BGNP  TODL  EA  DAB,  NTB  LR  POFF 
BGNP  TODL  EA  UAS.  HFRNTXR  UASG 
LNTBX,  UR  XOTTRGX;  NTB  YSGOCU 
UASG  LRNGEX,  UR  BASKFR  WOTBRB. 
VNWRX  CASG:  RODLE 

Clue:  T  «  N 

Have  Jim  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  punk.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  Jf»f t  week's 
puzzle:  John  12:24 

Chirks  Mwx,  1932-2004. 0  2005 


RANKIN 

corn,  from  p.  1 

for  participants  to  complete 
online  study  programs.  CWJC 
is  a  ministry  of  the  Woman  s 
Missionary  Union  auxiliary  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Birmingham,  and  is 
managed  in  Mississippi  bv  the 
sUteWMU  office. 

“I’m  excited  to  say  that 
Hands  UP  Outreach  is  a  multi¬ 
purpose  ministry  of  Rankin 
Baptists,”  said  Mary  Callahan, 
co-director  of  Hands  UP  Out¬ 
reach,  Christian  Women’s  Job 
Corps  (CWJC),  and  Christian 
Men’s  Job  Corps  (CMJC)  of 
Rankin  County. 

“We  are  striving  to  model 
the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  broken, 
wounded,  and  discouraged 
of  Mississippi.” 

Hands  UP  Outreach  pro¬ 
vides  life  and  job  skills,  GED 
support,  and  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment  to  two  separate  groups: 
those  in  need  in  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  those  in  prison. 

Our  community  outreach 
reaches  men  and  women  fac¬ 
ing  life  challenges  needing 


"We  are  striving  to  model  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  broken, 
wounded,  and  discouraged  of  Mississippi.' 


co-dir*ctor  of 


Mary  Callahan 
UP( 


encouragement,  nurture,  and 
support,  said  Roy  Callah¬ 
an,  co-director  and  husband 
of  Mary. 

"We  teach  life  skills  and  job 
skills  to  the  offenders  inside 
the  prisons  so  that  when  they 
return  to  the  community,  they 
will  be  prepared,”  said  Mary. 

“This  program  includes  lit¬ 
eracy  and  GED  tutoring,”  Roy 
added.  “Most  important  of  all, 
we  provide  Bible  study  to  help 
them  in  their  spiritual  life,  and 
we  include  a  mentor  and  en- 
courager  to  help  them  face  life 
challenges  they  come  in  con¬ 
tact  with  every  day. 

“Our  theme  is,  ‘Reaching 
Up,  Reaching  Out,’  meaning, 
reaching  up  with  the  word  of 
God  ana  reaching  out  in  our 
community,”  Roy  said.  “We  re 
always  in  need  of  prayer  and 


volunteers.  We  need  GED  tu¬ 
tors,  teachers,  encouragers, 
mentors,  prayer  warriors,  and 
financial  support.” 

Allen  Stephens,  missions 
director  for  Rankin  Associa¬ 
tion,  stressed  how  important 
the  ministry  is  in  the  state 
often  found  at  the  bottom  of 
literacy  statistics.  “Many  Mis- 
sissippians  need  a  diploma  or 
GED  to  go  on  to  college  or  to 
get  a  good  job.  This  ministry 
is  committed  to  restoring  the 
whole  person." 

The  Marearet  Lackey  State 
Mission  Offering  is  one  of  the 
funding  sources  that  helps 
support  the  work  of  the  Rankin 
Association  ministries. 

Baptist  Press  contributed 
to  this  article. 


Submission  Guidelines  SMALL 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
Photographs  of  special  events  that  taka  place  iq  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  end  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  address  below,  end  must  be  included  in  the 
^••aage  segment  of  an  e-mail  form  Secondary  method:  news 
roay  be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  pa¬ 
per  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  ar¬ 
ticles  will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible. 

Pteaae  make  articles  concise  Include  the  who.  what.  whan, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  e-mail,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Herd  copy  photographs  mailed 
trough  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  be  cleqr,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs 
nvist  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
Photographs  will  be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropri¬ 
ate  gestures  and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do 
not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 
There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  writ  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  All  news  items  are  subject  to 
aditing.  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
UaedHne  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  win  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record  P.0  Bor  630,  Jackson. 

MS  39206-0630  FAX.  (601)  212  3330  E-mail  beptistrecord# 
tnbcb.org. 


com  from  p  1 

helped  me  get  grounded  in  the 
Word.  I’m  indebted  to  them 
and  those  19  people  who  let 
me  share  the  Word  with  them. 
They  took  a  risk  on  a  20-year- 
old  because  they  felt  God  was 
in  it. 

“My  hope  is  that  the  people 
who  attended,  along  with  two 
or  three  more  faithful  follow¬ 
ers  of  Jesus,  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference.  The  attendance  is 
phenomenal,  and  that’s  en¬ 
couraging.  I  want  these  people 
to  see  that  it’s  not  about  huge 
numbers.  If  they  can  go  home 
and  get  two  or  three  people 
around  them,  they  can  make  a 
dent  in  the  darkness." 


One  unique  element  of  the 
conference  was  the  real-time 
polling  via  the  participants’ 
smartphones,  Orman  said. 

“Once  the  polling  period 
ended,  results  returned  to 
the  participants  automati¬ 
cally.  This,  coupled  with  Dr. 
Lawless  having  the  analysis 
in  real  time,  allowed  them  to 
use  the  data  as  he  spoke.  Two 
questions  were  put  before  the 
participants,  with  them  being 
asked  to  write  their  responses 
to  the  questions  on  two  very 
large  Post-It  notes. 

The  questions,  ‘Why  serve 
a  smaller  membership  church?’ 
and.  What  derails  your  ministry 
most?’  were  designed  to  engage 
the  participants  from  the  get- 
go  to  determine  for  themselves 


the  calling  of  God  on  their  lives, 
and  how  distractions  rob  one  of 
ministry  effectiveness.” 

Lawless  encouraged  par¬ 
ticipants  to  be  faithful  over  the 
small  things,  “if  we  have  any 
intention  to  be  used  of  God  for 
larger  things.  There’s  a  great 
value  in  paying  the  price  of 
just  being  a  humble  servant.” 

Orman  described  the  meet¬ 
ing  as  a  success.  “I  was  thrilled 
we  had  so  many  younger  pas¬ 
tors.  Absolutely  awesome!4 

For  more  information  on 
small  church  ministries,  con 
tact  Orman  at  MBCB,  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3291  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
son  (800)  7481651,  ext.  291. 
E-mail:  rorman@mbcb.org. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simplv  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 

r  F  Ford,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

Ww  *  2-  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

m  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
F  1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
„  ^  v.  grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 

relationship  with  you. 
ll  believe  in  Jesus.) 
«V  faith  1  invite  Jesus  (  hrisf  into  m\  life 
t ronMlipTime  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
Mmh  Him.  (I  receive  (  hrist  as  mv  Savior  and  Lord.) 

ht  n  I  thi  ■  ii»ht  to  hr,  nmv  •  hildn  n 
Cnd.  own  to  Ihirsc  who  hvlivw  in  his  n,nnv/'  (John  1:1  Jt 
ll  you  make  a  dec  i don  for  (  hrisi  todav,  contac  I  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

tor  spiritual  guidanc  e. 
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Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Williams 
The  Dennis  R-  Switzer 
Families 


SEPTEMBER  16-30,  *015 


HONORS 


Mr  Bobby  Darvilk 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L  Welsh 
5th  Floor  Nurses  ft  Patient  Care 
Staff  Baptist  Hospital 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gerald  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Bessie  Saway 
Mrs.  Johnnie  W.  Brock 
Sherry  and  Charlie  Vaughn 
Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Fry 
JanWeede 
Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Fry 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Bax  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Mr.  William  Allen 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Mrs.  Lester  AMa 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bob  Taylor 
Mr.  Mike  Balias 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Thomas  Blaine  Barlow 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  C.  Rhymes 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Tillman 
Billy  Barnes 


Wayne  McD® 

The  Larry  Mehon  Family 
Mrs.  Etta  McIntosh 
Ms.  Jeanette  Calloway 
JaneUe  McWhirter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Donald 
William  (Bill)  Meredith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Bevil 
Mrs.  Avs  Mitchell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Flanagan 
J.V.  and  Mary  K.  Parker 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Michael  W.  Parker 
Kevin  Parkinson 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Kim  Reed 
Mrs.  Theroo  Poole 
Larry  Seago 
Wade,  Lisa  ft  Granny 
Donna  Neytand  Bhinaberry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jackie  Wooley 
Rev  R.  J.  Skmaker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Mr.  Bari  Wade  Smith 
Mount  Vernon  BC 
Mrs.  Dean  Crane  Somers 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Arthur  E.  Bishop 
Elaine  Sorrels 
Blackwater  BC 
David  Spring 

Mr.  ft  Mia.  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Gerald  Stanford 

Bill  ft  Beth  Herrington 
Mrs.  JoAnn  Britt 
Ms.  Beth  Suarez 
Mary  ADen  and  Rk  Vamefl 
Mrs.  Neva  Summerlin 
Rev.  William  B.  Webb 
BettvSuttle 

Patricia  ft  Annie  Peart  Triplett 
Mrs.  Francis  Wages 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Sims 
Dana  Walk) 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Warren  Strickland 
Doyce  B  Ward 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  F.  R.  Clark 
James  Webb 
Teeny  Frankel 


Mary  Denson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lamar  Gordon 
Mrs.  Judy  Didon 
Unity  BC,  Aduh  3  SSC 
Mr  Garveeae  Dillon 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mrs.  Eileen  Dubose 
W.  B.  Webb 
Otha  Mae  Edwards 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Warren  Strickland 
Mr.  Marvin  Farrior 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Clyde  Reverie 
Mr.  Lewie  Fields 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mrs.  Bobbie  French 
Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Bullock 
Amanda  Frye 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Johnny  A.  Belk 
Ms  Shirtey  YL  Forsman 
Paula  Amanda  Ftye 
Ma.  Jacqueline  Howry 
Mrs.  Ruth  A.  Hawley 
Mrs.  Gladys  SOvey  Gist 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Prank  O. 
Crosthwait,  Jr 
Kade  Givens 
Mr.  Reed  Given* 

John  Wesley  Herrixvg 


Joshephine  Jackson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Gnerai 
Steve  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lamar  Gordon 
Bonnie  LeCnq 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Warren  Strickland 
Jimmy  Govern 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Donald 
Cindy  Mac  Lean 
Mrs.GlendsC.Fty 
Sam  McCullar 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Little 
Claudine  McCullough 
Mrs.  Joyce  C.  Aycock 


Arlington  Heights  BC 
Bitty  Ray  Fairley 
Brandon  ft  Lauren  Bell 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Frost 
Mr  Gene  Fincher 
Ms.  Carolyn  C.  Pogue 
Martha  Clara  Kennedy  Pltzner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  R.  N  Humphreys 
Mr  Ingram  Foster 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  Logan 


ANNUAL  REPORT  TO  THE 
MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

We  believe  that  when  the  life  of  one  chM  is  changed,  generations  are 
changed,  which  is  why.  everyone  of  the  282  children  ministered  to 
thro««h  both  residential  and  non-residendal  programs  are  so  special  and 
significant  Breaking  the  cycle  of  abuse,  neglect  poverty,  illiteracy,  etc.  in 
the  life  of  a  child  and  introducing  them  to  the  hope  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ 
;  that  their  future  and  the  futures  of  their  children  and  grandchildren 


can  take  a  new  coarse. 

This  past  year  we  have  seen  many  new  challenges  in  our  ministry  and 
many  successes.  Here  are  a  few  highlights: 

•  We  have  seen  a  significant  increase  in  the  number  of  toddler  and  pre¬ 
school  aged  children  in  our  care  which  has  meant  a  need  for  many  more 
resources  like  car  seats,  booster  seats,  diapers  and  training  pants,  earfy- 
chfldhood  education,  etc.  We  are  so  thankful  to  have  this  opportunity  to 
provide  a  safe  and  loving  home  for  these  precious  Btde  ones. 

•265  children  in  the  last  1 1  years  have  made  profession  of  faith.  Seeds 
for  these  decisions  were  planted  in  local  host  church  worship  services. 

small  group  Bible  studies.  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  Disciple  Now.  as  well  as 

summer  camps  such  as  Central  Hills  and  Camp  Garaywa.  The  children  are 
also  nurtured  in  their  faith  during  daily  devotions  and  prayer  time  in  their 
BCV  cottages. 

•  The  Dorcas  In-Home  Service  Program  (non-residential)  continues  to 
help  Mississippi  families  stay  together.  The  Dorcas  Program  is  structured 
to  improve  the  ability  of  the  family  to  provide  adequate  care  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  for  whom  they  are  responsible.  We  bepn  serving  8  counties  in  20 1 2 
and  by  the  end  of  2015  plan  to  be  in  32  counties.  During  the  first  four 
years  of  the  Dorcas  Propam,  310  children  have  been  served.  To  date, 
over  97  percent  of  the  children  who  have  been  a  part  <4  the  Dorcas  Pro¬ 
gram  have  been  able  to  stay  wfth  their  families  and  out  of  state  custody. 

On  Tuesday.  October.  27th  BCV  Executive  Director,  Dr.  Rory  Lee,  will 
pve  a  report  before  the  messengers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 
If  you  are  unable  to  attend,  you  may  read  his  printed  report  at 
www.baptistchildrensvilbge.com 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

The  BCV  employs  Christian.  mission-minded.  husband  and  wife  teams, 
without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position  of  House- 
parents.  The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with  personal  in¬ 
tegrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards  and  ethics  ex¬ 
pected  of  any  member  cf  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bedroom 
and  meals  while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of  Houseparents 
is  to  maintain  a  home-Hke  environment  that  models  healthy,  Christian 
family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They  are  the  primary  care¬ 
givers  and  help  with  everything  from  transportation  and  homework  to 
laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Mouseparent  responstoilibes  are  varied  and  somewhat  dependent  upon 
wftch  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  assigned.  However,  all 
HouMparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical,  mental  and  emotional  health. 
They  must  be  cooperative  and  comfortable  working  in  a  team  environmem. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact  Celeste 
Cade  at  ccade@baptmchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922-2242. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded  at 
www.baptistchildrensvillage  com. 


When  God  Calls  •  Genesis  12:1-9 


God’s  answer  to  human  s  continuing  in 
sin  was  not  another  flood  He  had  scattered 
and  confused  those  who  sought  to  makea 
name  for  themselves  at  Babel,  and  He  said 
He  would  no  longer  curse  the  ground  (Gen¬ 
esis  8:21).  His  permanent  answer  to  our  sin 
was  to  call  a  man,  Abram.  Genesis  12: 1-3 
details  God’s  call  to  the  man  from  Sumeria, 
who  lived  in  Haran.  Last  week  we  noted  that 
the  lineage  of  Shem  was  completed  after 
the  Tower  of  Babel  event  and  gave  the  ages 
of  the  men.  We  discover  why  this  week,  tor 
Abram  was  of  die  lineage  of  Shem.  While 
many  of  the  offspring  of  Shem,  Ham,  and 
JapKeth  were  not  given  in  the  Genesis  ac¬ 
count,  the  ancestors  of  Abram  were  dearly 
listed,  induding  their  ages. 

God  was  up  to  something  amazing,  for 
He  revealed  His  grand  plan  of  salvation  in, 
a  plan  that  would  take  2,000  more  years  to 
fulfill  in  the  death,  burial,  and  glorious  res¬ 
urrection  of  Jesus.  God  loves  to  use  the  un¬ 
usable  so  that  He  gets  the  glory,  so  the  Lord 
called  75-year-okl  Abram.  He  then  waited 
twenty-five  more  years  to  fulfill  His  prom¬ 
ise  of  an  heir,  so  mat  all  this  was  dearly  of 
God  and  none  of  man.  Abram  and  Sarai 
were  childless.  We  would  have  chosen  the 
Dugger  family  of  Nineteen  and  Counting 
fame  today,  but  God  chose  the  disappoint- 


with  Rick  Henson 


Develop  Conviction  •  Daniel  1: 3-5,  8-13,  17-19 


nezzar,  the  conquering  king,  confiscated  and  literature  of  the  Babylonians”  over  a 
some  articles  from  the  temple  of  God  and  period  of  three  years  (vs.  4-5). 
brought  them  to  “the  treasure  house  of  The  intended  result  of  this  intensive 
his  god"  (Daniel  i:2  NIV).  He  not  only  training  was  a  thorough  brainwashing 
took  these  special  inanimate  objects,  he  designed  to  reshape  the  mindset  and  life- 
ordered  his  highest  official,  Ashpenaz,  to  style  of  die  trainees,  causing  them  to  fuDy- 
bnng  some  embrace  Babylonian  culture.  To  begin  in- 
young  men  tegrating  the  youth  into  their  new  culture, 
of  Israelite  Ashpenaz  assigned  them  new  names  (four 
nobility  to  young  men  are  presented  in  this  passage): 
Babylon.  Daniel  was  named  Belteshazzan  Hananjah, 
There,  they  Shadrach;  Mishael,  Meshach;  and  Azariah, 
would  re-  Abednegp  (v.7).  Although  they  were  essen- 
ceive  train-  tialh  slaves,  the  Scripture  alludes  that  they 
ing  to  serve  were  well-treated.  King  Nebuchadnezzar 
the  king,  provided  food  and  wine  from  his  own  table. 
Those  se-  However,  partaking  of  the  physical  nourish- 
lected  were  ment  would  have  meant  consuming  food 
“ :  physically-  and  drink  forbidden  by  Jewish  dietary  laws, 
mo  receptive 

iz  was  com-  Ann  Maniscolco  is  a  member  of  Em- 
the  language  manuel  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean  Springs. 


From  1938-1039,  Nicholas  Winton,  a  es  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  we’ll  see  a  role 
well-to-do  British  gentleman,  engineered  model  in  this  courageous  Bible  hero,  who, 
a  plan  that  rescued  669  mostly  ^Jewish  though  a  captive  in  a  fo.~ign  land,  stood 
children  from  Chechoslovakia.  “It  involved  his  ground  with  grace  and  faith, 
dangers,  bribes,  forgery,  secret  contacts  The  setting  for  todays  lesson  portrays 
•  wfffi  tfie  Gestapo,  nine  railroad  trains,  an  a  sad  time  for  the  Jews.  They  were  divided 
avalanche  of  paperwork  and  a  lot  of  mon-  in 
ey”,  relates  a  nSy York  Times  article.  Win-  N 
ton’s  incredible  bravery  and  cunning  saved  K 
the  lives  of  these,  who  most- likely  would  (Is 

have  perished  in  the  Holocaust. 

Believers  through  the  centuries  have 
it  a  status-quo  that 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

with  Ann  Maniscalco 


been  called  to  confront  a  status-quo  that 
runs  counter  to  biblical  beliefs.  Today, 
Christians  challenge  abortionists,  seek 
to  rescue  those  snared  by  sex-traffickers, 
meet  needs  of  the  homeless,  and  tackle 
other  issues  of  our  fallen  world.  Jesus 
modeled  doing  such  (see  Luke  4:18-19). 
Today,  we  begin  a  six-week  series  called 
“Game  Changer  How  to  Impact  Your 
World*.  Journeying  through  key  passag- 


em  Kingdom,  and  Judah  was  quite  weak. 

God  had  lifted  His  hand  of  protection 
from  His  rebellious  people.  In  605  B.C., 
Babylon  laid  siege  to  the  land.  Nebuchad- 


Churches  celebrate  ‘significant  anniversaries’  in  2016 


CLINTON,  Ms  (Spacisl)  - 
The  Mississippi  Baptist  His¬ 
torical  Commission  (MBHC) 
has  announced  that  a  total  of 
34  Mississippi  Baptist  church¬ 
es  representing  6^275  years  of 
Kingdom  work  will  reach  sig¬ 
nificant  milestones  in  2016. 
The  churches  are  being  urged 
to  celebrate  those  anniversa¬ 
ries  by  MBHC  executive  direc¬ 
tor  Anthony  Kay. 

A  significant  anniversary  is 
defined  by  the  commission  as 
200  years,  175  years,  150  years, 
125  years,  and  100  years.  Each 
church  that  informs  MBHC 


of  their  significant  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  will  receive  a 
framed  certificate  and  letter 
of  commendation. 

The  commission  requests 
that  any  church  celebrating  a 
significant  anniversary  that 
is  not  included  in  the  list  be¬ 
low  contact  MBHC  at  P.O. 
Box  4024,  Clinton,  MS  39058 
Telephone.  (6ot)  925  3434 
E-mail:  mbhc@mc.edu. 

Churches  celebrating  sig¬ 
nificant  anniversaries  in  2016, 
followed  by  the  Baptist  asso¬ 
ciation  in  which  membership 
is  held,  include: 


200  Years  (1) 

Hepzibah  (Lawrence) 

175  Years  (8) 

Bethel  (Lafayette) 

Border  Springs 
(Golden  Triangle) 
Conehatta  (Newton) 
Evansville 
(X-tended  Mission) 
Fellowship  (Benton -Tippah) 
First,  Abbeville  (Lafayette) 
First,  Barton  (Marshall) 
Macedonia  (Simpson) 


ISO  Years  (9) 

Carson  Ridge  (Attala) 
Clarkson  (Webster) 

Enon  (Jasper) 

First,  Byhalia  (Marshall) 
First,  Booneville  (Prentiss) 
First,  Marion  (Lauderdale) 
Good  Hope  (Neshoba) 
Philadelphia  (Lincoln) 

Union  (Rankin) 

125  Years  (12) 

Banner  (Calhoun) 

Blue  Springs  (Union  County) 
FRC,  Glenaale  (Lebanon) 


Fifteenth  Avenue  (l.auderdale) 
Goss  (Marion) 

Gum  Grove  (Lincoln) 
Kilmichael  (Montgomery) 
Lone  Oak  (Alcorn; 

Mt.  Olive  (Mississippi) 

Mt.  Pleasant  (Mississippi) 
New  Sardis  (Smith) 

Straight  Bayou 
(Sharkey  -  Issaquena ) 

100  Years  (4) 

Antioch  (Greene) 

Cross  Roads  (Rankin) 

First,  Potts  Camp  (Marshall) 
Greater  Mt.  Calvary  (At  Large) 
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Survey:  Most  Americans  believe  in  creation 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Life  didn’t  just 
happen,  most  Americans  say,  and  a  sur¬ 
prising  number  of  non- religious  people 
agree,  a  newly  released  study  says. 

More  than  four  in  10  of  the  non-re¬ 
ligious  believe  physics  and  humanity 
point  to  a  creator.  Life  Way  Research 
finds.  A  third  say  human  morality 
indicates  a  creator  who  defines  right 
and  wrong. 

TTie  study,  released  Oct.  7,  is  based 
on  a  survey  taken  Sept.  26-Oct  5,  2014. 

Although  the  non-religious  are  less 
likely  than  other  Americans  to  see  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  creator,  they  are  more  likely 
to  agree  (46%)  than  disagree  (40%) 
with  the  statement,  “Since  the  universe 
has  organisation,  1  think  there  is  a  cre¬ 
ator  wno  designed  it." 

Traditional  evidences  for  belief  in  a 
creator  resonate  with  most  Americans, 
including  many  of  the  non-religious, 
said  Ed  Stetzer,  executive  director  of 
Nashville-based  LifeWay  Research,  a 
division  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resourc¬ 
es  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
in  Nashville. 

“People  who  seek  to  set  out  reasons 


"In  an  increasingly  secular 
age,  where  the  Christian 
faith  has  perhaps  lost  its 
home-field  advantage, 
Christians  will  need  to  make 
their  case  for  the  creator  and 
ultimately  for  the  Gospel. 
It  appears  people  —  even 
non-religious  people  —  are 
indeed  open  to  apologetics 
arguments,  if  Christians  will 
actually  make  them." 


executive  director  of 


number  of  nonreligious  people  agreeing 
with  some  of  these  arguments  points  us 
to  a  surprising  openness  to  classic  apol¬ 
ogetic  arguments  or,  put  another  way, 
even  nonreligious  people  are  open  to 
the  idea  there  is  a  creator." 

Not  blind  chance 

Human  life  and  a  complex  universe 
are  powerful  indicators  of  creation, 
Americans  say.  LifeWay  Research 

found  almost  79%  believe  the  existence 
of  human  life  means  someone  created 
it,  while  72%  think  the  organization  of 
the  universe  shows  a  creator’s  design. 

“The  infinitesimal  odds  that  life 
arose  by  blind  chance  is  a  formidable 
argument,"  said  Mary  Jo  Sharp,  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  apologetics  at  Hous¬ 
ton  Baptist  University,  and  an  author 
and  speaker  in  the  field. 

Americans  are  less  certain  whether 
a  creator  defines  right  and  wrong.  A 
smaller  majority,  66%,  says  people’s 
moral  values  attest  to  a  creator  who  de¬ 
termines  morality. 

“Similar  moral  threads  across  cul¬ 
tures  are  evidence  for  many  that  some¬ 
one  has  imprinted  a  common  standard 
Upon  the  human  conscience,*  Stetzer 
said.  “However,  it  is  worth  noting  the 
moral  argument  has  less  sway  here, 
perhaps  because  of  our  changing  views 
on  what  is  and  is  not  moral." 

Religious  differences 

Many  atheists,  agnostics,  and  those 
with  fib  religious  preference  find  the 
existence  of  human  life  to  be  a  persua¬ 
sive  argument  for  a  creator,  with  43% 
agreeing:  “The  fact  that  we  exist  means 
someone  created  us."  However,  a  larger 
share  (48%)  disagrees. 

The  existence  of  good  and  evil  is  a 
less  compelling  argument  for  the  non- 
re  lieioua.  Fifty-three  percent  disagree 
with  die  statement:  “Since  people  nave 
morality,  I  think  there  is  a  creator  who 
defines  morality."  Nevertheless,  33* 
think  human  morals  point  to  a  creator 
who  defines  right  and  wrong. 

“The  existence  of  good  and  evil  is 
difficult  to  explain  ^rom  an  atheistic 
worldview,  because  in  that  view,  there 
is  no  stable  external  grounding  outside 


of  humans  for  a  standard  of  goodness,” 
Sharp  said. 

Not  surprisingly,  Christians  —  par¬ 
ticularly  evangelicals  —  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  say  they  see  compelling  proof  of 
a  creator.  As  evidence,  91%  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  95*  of  evangelicals  point  to 
the  existence  of  humanity,  while  81%  of 
Christians  and  8j%  of  evangelicals  dte 
the  structure  of  the  universe. 

They  are  slightly  less  confident  that 
the  existence  of  morality  proves  a  cre¬ 
ator  who  determines  moral  values,  with 
77%  of  Christians  and  83%  of  evangeli¬ 
cals  saying  human  morals  indicate  a 
creator  who  defines  right  and  wrong. 

Age  gap 

Although  most  American  adults  of  all 
ages  believe  in  a  creator,  a  sharp  uptick 

emerges  at  midlife.  On  every  measure, 
Americans  ages  45  and  older  are  more 
likely  to  see  evidence  of  a  creator  than 
those  ages  18-44. 

The  gap  is  widest  on  the  question  of 
morality.  Three-quarters  of  those  ages 
45  and  older  agree  the  presence  of 
human  moral  values  indicates  a  cre¬ 
ator  who  defines  right  and  wrong,  an 
opinion  shared  by  only  57%  of  adults 
ages  44  and  younger.  Disagreement  is 
twice  as  common  among  Americans 
ages  18-44  (34*)  as  those  ages  45  and 
older  (17*). 

Younger  Americans  are  also  more 
likely  than  those  ages  45  and  older  to 
believe  human  life  may  exist  without  a 
creator.  Eighty-six  percent  of  those  ages 
45  and  older  agree  the  presence  of  hu¬ 
man  beings  points  to  a  creator.  Only  one 
in  10  disagrees.  Among  those  ages  18- 
44,  however,  7a*  believe  human  life  is 
evidence  of  a  crrMor  and  22%  disagree. 

Seventy-se*  en  percent  of  those  ages 
45  and  older  consider  the  orderliness  of 
the  universe  to  be  a  sign  of  a  creator,  a 
view  held  by  two-thirds  (66%)  of  those 
ages  18-44. 

LifeWay  Research  also  found  differ¬ 
ences  by  gender  and  geographic  region. 

Men  (2 2%)  are  more  likely  than 
women  (17*)  to  disagree  that  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  universe  points  to  a  creator. 
Women,  meanwhile,  are  more  likely 
(85%)  than  men  (73*)  to  believe  the 
existence  of  human  life  means  someone 
created  it 


Tha  phone  survey  of  Americans  was  conducted  Sept  28-Oct.  5.  2014.  The 
calling  utilized  random  digit  dialing.  Sixty  percent  of  completes  were  amono  land- 
tones  and  40  percent  among  ceft  phones  Maximum  quotas  and  slight  weights 
were  used  for  gender,  region,  age.  ethnicity  end  education  to  more  accurately 
reflect  the  population  The  completed  sample  is  1.000  surveys.  The  sample  pro- 
vides  95  percent  confidence  that  the  sampling  error  does  not  exceed  plus  or 
minus  3  5  percent  Margins  of  error  are  higher  in  subgroups.  Those  labeled 
evangelicals  consider  themselves  *a  born  again,  evangelical,  or  fundamentalist 
Christian.” 


ment  of  opinion  between  the  usually 
dissimilar  Northeast  and  South.  North- 
easterners  (87%)  and  Southerners 
(82%)  are  more  likely  than  those  in  the 
West  (71*)  to  view  the  presence  of  hu¬ 
man  life  as  an  indication  of  a  creator. 


Similarly,  those  in  the  Northeast  (72%) 
and  South  (69%)  agree  more  often  than 
Westerners  (58%)  that  human  morals 
point  to  a  creator  who  defines  morality. 

Northeastemers  (75*)  and  South¬ 
erners  (74%)  are  also  more  likely  than 
those  in  the  Midwest  (64%)  to  see  the 
organization  of  the  universe  as  evidence 
of  creation. 


“In  an  increasingly  secular  age. 
where  the  Christian  faith  has  perhaps 
lost  its  home-field  advantage,  Chris¬ 
tians  vrill  need  to  make  their  case  for  the 
creator  and  ultimately  for  the  Gospel," 
Stetzer  said.  “It  appears  people  -  even 
non-religious  people  —  are  indeed  open 
to  apologetics  arguments,  if  Christians 
will  actually  make  them.- 


